ORDINANCE NO. 1220

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LAKE FOREST PARK, WASHINGTON, AMENDING
CHAPTER 18.62 LFPMC, SCREENING AND
LANDSCAPING; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City of Lake Forest Park has the authority to adopt development
regulations consistent with and implementing its Comprehensive Plan pursuant to RCW
36.70A.040; and

WHEREAS, as part of the process of reviewing development regulations for the
Town Center zone, screening and landscaping was reviewed and analyzed and the City
Council determined that amendments to Chapter 18.62, Screening and Landscaping
were needed; and

WHEREAS, an Environmental Checklist for a non-project action was prepared
under the State Environmental Policy Act, Chapter 43.21C RCW, pursuant to Chapter
197-11 WAC, and a Determination of Non-Significance (“DNS”) was issued on the 10"
day of February, 2021; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements set forth in RCW 36.70A.106,
the City provided the Washington State Department of Commerce notice of the City's
intent to adopt the proposed amendments on January 6, 2021 and received notice that
the Department’s had granted expedited review on February 18, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings to review and analyze
development regulations that included screening and landscaping regulations during
regular meetings, study sessions, and Committee of the Whole meetings on December
10 and 14, 2020; January 7, 9, 11, 14, and 25, 2021; and February 11, 16, 22 and 25,
2021; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held public hearings on January 21, 2021, and
February 25, 2021 regarding development regulations including off-street parking
regulations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST
PARK, WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. AMEND . The City Council of the City of Lake Forest Park hereby
amends Chapter 18.62 LFPMC, Screening and Landscaping, as follows:
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LFPMC 18.62.030. Landscaping of perimeter of lot.

The perimeter of a lot, or development site, shall be landscaped to a depth of six feet
from the property line or the perimeter of the development site and be maintained as a
sight screen in accordance with this chapter, except as provided for in LFPMC
18.62.050 or as otherwise specified in this Title.

LFPMC 18.62.040 Landscaping of street frontages.

Unless otherwise specified within this Title, Sstreet frontages, except driveways and
pedestrian walks within the property, shall be landscaped with evergreen shrubs or a
combination of lawn, evergreen or deciduous shrubs and trees, and perennial or annual
flowers to create and maintain a maximum residential character.

LFPMC 18.62.041 Minimum requirements.

A. Unless otherwise specified within this Title, Llandscaped areas shall consist of a
variety of trees, shrubs and plants that shall cover at least 75 percent of the ground
contained in the landscape areas. At least one tree shall be required for every 250
square feet of landscaped area. A minimum of 30 percent of the landscaping and trees
shall consist of evergreen/conifer species.

B. Use of native and drought-tolerant species are encouraged.

C. Invasive species and noxious weeds are prohibited.

LFPMC 18.62.080 Landscaping types.

A.Type 1 — Solid screen.

1. Purpose. Provide sight-obscuring screening to separate incompatible land
uses. Type 1 landscaping consists of a mix of primarily evergreen trees and
shrubs placed to form a continuous screen.

2. Description. Type 1 landscaping shall consist of evergreen trees planted no
more than 20 feet on center in a triangqular pattern; shrubs and groundcover
which will provide a 100 percent sight-obscuring screen within three (3) years
from the time of planting; or a combination of approximately 75 percent
evergreen and 25 percent deciduous trees (with an allowable five percent (5%)
variance), planted no more than 20 feet on center in a triangular pattern.
Deciduous trees shall be at least two-inch (2) caliper and evergreen trees shall
be at least six (6) feet in height. Shrub and groundcover spacing shall be
appropriate for the species type, and consistent with the intent of this section.
Shrubs shall be at least 24 inches in height. Turf may constitute no more than
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30 percent of groundcover.

B. Type 2 — Visual screen.

1.

Purpose. Provide a visual filter to separate higher- and lower-intensity uses.

Type 2 landscaping consists of a mix of evergreen and deciduous trees and
shrubs spaced to create a filtered screen.

. Description. Type 2 landscaping shall be a combination of at least 50 percent

evergreen and at least 30 percent deciduous trees, planted no more than 25
feet on center in a triangular pattern, interspersed with large shrubs and
groundcover. Deciduous trees shall be at least two-inch (2) caliper and
evergreen trees shall be at least six feet in height. Shrub and groundcover
spacing shall be appropriate for the species type, and consistent with the intent
of this section. Shrubs shall be at least 24 inches in height. Turf may constitute
no more than 30 percent of groundcover.

C. Type 3 — Visual buffer.

L

Purpose. Provide a semi-transparent buffer to partially separate uses and

soften the appearance of development projects. Type 3 landscaping consists
of a mix of evergreen and/or deciduous trees spaced to create a continuous

canopy.

Description. Type 3 landscaping shall be at least 70 percent deciduous trees

planted no more than 30 feet on center in a trianqular pattern and interspersed
with shrubs and groundcover. Deciduous trees shall be at least two-inch (2)
caliper and evergreen trees shall be at least six feet in height. Shrub and
groundcover spacing shall be appropriate for the species type, and consistent
with the intent of this section. Shrubs shall be at least 24 inches in height. Turf
may constitute no more than 30 percent of groundcover.

D. Stream buffer.

1.

Purpose. Provide stream buffer functions to enhance in-water and upland
habitat. Stream buffer landscaping consists of native species typically found
growing on stream banks in the Puget Sound Lowlands.

Description. Stream buffer landscaping shall be designed by a Landscape

Architect, certified Professional Wetland Scientist, or other qualified
professional using a mix of native trees, shrubs, and forbs. Stream buffer
landscaping shall meet the following requirements:

a. Native trees shall be planted at an average of 12 feet on center and at an
overall density of 300 trees per acre. Plants shall be a minimum one-gallon
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size at time of planting.

b. Native shrubs shall be planted at average of five feet on center and at an
overall density of 1,730 shrubs per acre. Plants shall be a minimum of one-
gallon size at time of planting.

c. _Native forbs may include a mix of grasses, sedges, rushes, ferns, and
other herbaceous plants and shall be planted at an average of 12 inches on
center and at an overall density of one plant per square foot. Plants shall be
a minimum of 10-inch plugs or four-inch pot size at time of planting.

3. Streambank landscaping shall include planting area preparation for all required
planting areas. Planting area preparation includes removal of invasive weed
species, decompaction of compacted soils, and introduction of soil
amendments including compost and organic fertilizers. Planted areas shall be
mulched with a uniform 3” depth of wood chip mulch. Trees and shrubs shall be
protected from herbivore and rodent browsing with plant protection tubes.

Section 2. SEVERABILITY. Should any portion of this ordinance, or its
application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 3. CORRECTIONS. The City Clerk is authorized to make necessary
corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of
scrivener’'s/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbering, section/subsection
numbers and any references thereto.

Section 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after
passage and publication.

APPROVED BY A MAJORITY of the Lake Forest Park City Council this 25 day

of February, 2021.

APPROVED:

Jeff Joh
Mayor
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

g

Evelyn Jahed”
City Clerk U

Ordinance No. 1220 Page 4 of 5



APPROVED AS TO FORM:

= Tult-

Kim Adams Pratt
City Attorney

Introduced: January 21, 2021
Adopted: February 25, 2021
Posted: March 2, 2021
Published: March 2, 2021
Effective: March 7, 2021
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