RESOLUTION NO. 1594
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF LAKE FOREST PARK, WASHINGTON, REAFFIRMING
RESOLUTION 1305, SUPPORTING THE CHARTER FOR
COMPASSION AND TEN-YEAR CAMPAIGN FOR
COMPASSIONATE CITIES

WHEREAS, on October 11, 2012, the Lake Forest Park City Council approved
Resolution 1305, affirming the Charter for Compassion, declaring Lake Forest Park a
participant in the Ten-Year Campaign for Compassionate Cities, and establishing April
and October as Compassionate Action Months for ten years, through 2018; and
WHEREAS, the Lake Forest Park City Council is interested in reconfirming the
principles and values of its previous commitment to being a Compassionate City and
supporting the work of the Compassionate Action Network by reaffirming
Resolution 1305; and
WHEREAS, the mission of the Compassionate Action Network is to support
groups and initiatives that make our communities and our world more compassionate by
delivering concrete and tangible impact beginning in the Seattle area and the greater
Pacific Northwest; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Lake
Forest Park, as follows:
Section 1. Reaffirmation of Resolution 1305. The City Council of the City of Lake
Forest Park reaffirms Resolution 1305, supporting the Charter for Compassion and TenYear Campaign for Compassionate Cities, a copy of which is attached hereto as
Exhibit A.
Section 2. CORRECTIONS. The City Clerk is authorized to make necessary
corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of
scrivener's/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbering, section/subsection
numbers and any references thereto.

PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE of the members of the Lake Forest Park City
Council this 8th day of December, 2016.

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

E~

City Clerk

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK: December 2, 2016
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: December 8, 2016
RESOLUTION NO.: 1594
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EXHIBIT A TO RESOLUTION 1594
Resolution 1305
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST PARK,
WASHINGTON, AFFIRMING THE CHARTER FOR COMPASSION, DECLARING LAKE
FOREST PARK A PARTICIPANT IN THE TEN YEAR CAMPAIGN FOR COMPASSIONATE
CITIES, ESTABLISHING APRIL AND OCTOBER AS COMPASSIONATE ACTION MONTHS
FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS.

Whereas, in April 11-15, 2008, the Seeds of Compassion gathering in Seattle was an
unprecedented community-focused gathering of tens of thousands of people to explore relationships,
programs and tools that nurture and empower children, families and communities to be compassionate
members of society; and
Whereas, the Seeds of Compassion gathering brought His Holiness the Dalai Lama to stimulate
residents in the region to develop long-term concrete steps on how to bring compassion and acts of
compassion into our lives; and
Whereas, during the Seeds of Compassion gathering numerous workshops were held that brought
together parents, educators, business and community leaders to highlight the vision, science and programs
related to the real benefits of compassion and to implement the long-term steps; and
Whereas, communities need thoughtful, creative adults who are actively engaged citizens; and
Whereas, early childhood education and adult modeling is key to the emotional and social wellbeing of children; and
Whereas, the Compassionate Action Network is the local organization that is shepherding the
long-term actions emerging from the Seeds of Compassion gathering; and
Whereas, the Compassionate Action Network is promoting the Charter for Compassion and Ten
Year Campaign for Compassionate Cities as important next steps for affirming the principle of compassion
and utilizing the Charter as a way to stimulate volunteer community service projects; and
Whereas, as part of the Ten Year Campaign for Compassionate Cities there will be opportunities
to connect organizations that are in need ofresources and volunteers with community members who can
assist them; and
Whereas, designating the City of Lake Forest Park as a Compassionate City we call on other
cities and municipalities to join us in supporting the principle of compassion and acts of compassion; and
Whereas, the City of Lake Forest Park is internationally known for its leadership and innovation
in the continuing efforts to promote values of justice, equity and respect for all peoples; and
Whereas, we acknowledge our role and responsibility to make compassion a clear, luminous and
dynamic force in our city and through educational efforts and deliberate actions; and
Whereas, a Compassionate City deepens the quality and the extent to wlllch its citizens embrace
compassionate action in caring for its own neighbors.
NOW, THEREFORE The City of Lake Forest Park affirms the Charter for Compassion (content
below), declares Lake Forest Park a participant in the Ten Year Campaign for Compassionate Cities, and
for the next ten years will establish April and October as compassionate actions months in which our
citizens, government and institutions work together to embrace and apply compassionate solutions and
encourage community service to meet the needs of our families, friends, communities and neighbors.

Resolution 1305

CHARTER FOR COMPASSION

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual traditions, calling us
always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to
alleviate the suffering of our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the centre of our world and put .
another there, and to honor the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating eve1ybody,
without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect.
It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and empathically from inflicting
pain. To act or speak violently out ofspite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny basic
rights to anybody, and to incite hatred by denigrating others-even our enemies-is a denial of our
common humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live compassionately and that some have even
increased the sum ofhuman misery in the name ofreligion.
We therefore call upon all men and women ~ to restore compassion to the centre of morality and religion ~
to return to the ancient principle that any interpretation ofscripture that breeds violence, hatred or disdain
is illegitimate ~to ensure that youth are given accurate and respectful information about other traditions,
religions and cultures~ to encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and religious diversity~ to
cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings-even those regarded as enemies.
We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our polarized world. Rooted
in a principled determination to transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, dogmatic,
ideological and religious boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is essential to human
relationships and to afalfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and indispensable to the creation
of a just economy and a peaceful global community.

PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE of the members of the City of Lake Forest Park City
Council this 11th day of October, 2012.

APPROVED:

Mary Jane Goss, Mayor
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