
ORDINANCE NO. 25-1310

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST PARK, WASHINGTON, AMENDING THE LAKE FOREST PARK MUNICIPAL CODE FOR CONSISTENCY WITH RECENT WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATION FOR MIDDLE HOUSING AND ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS; MAKING REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 16.14 TREE CANOPY PRESERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT, CHAPTER 18.08 DEFINITIONS, CHAPTER 18.12 ZONING MAP, CHAPTER 18.16 RS-20 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL LOW, CHAPTER 18.18 RS-15 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL MODERATE, CHAPTER 18.20 RS-10 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL MODERATE/HIGH, CHAPTER 18.21 RS 9.6 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL MODERATE HIGH, CHAPTER 18.22 RS 7.2 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL HIGH, CHAPTER 18.24 RM-3600 RESIDENTIAL MULTIFAMILY, CHAPTER 18.45 SG-SFR SOUTHERN GATEWAY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, CHAPTER 18.47 SG-T SOUTHERN GATEWAY TRANSITION, CHAPTER 18.50 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, SECTION 18.58.030 PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, AND SECTION 18.62.080 LANDSCAPE TYPES OF THE LAKE FOREST PARK MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND CORRECTIONS; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
	

WHEREAS, in 2023, the Washington State Legislature passed Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill (E2SHB) 1110, related to middle housing; and

WHEREAS, in passing E2SHB 1110, the State legislature found that Washington is facing an unprecedented housing crisis for its current population and a lack of housing choices, and is not likely to meet affordability goals for future populations; and

WHEREAS, the State legislature further found that in order to meet the goal of 1,000,000 new homes statewide by 2044, and enhanced quality of life and environmental protection, innovative housing policies will need to be adopted and that increasing housing options that are more affordable to various income levels is critical to achieving the state's housing goals, including those established by the legislature in Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1220; and

WHEREAS, in 2024, the Washington State Legislature passed Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2321 (ESHB 2321, as amended by the Senate) modifying the middle housing requirements in E2SHB 1110 to further clarify how cities are to bring their land use codes into compliance with legislation; and

WHEREAS, Lake Forest Park is classified as a “Tier 3 city” under the middle housing legislation and is required to have a compliant code by June 30, 2025, six months after the mandated periodic update of the city’s Comprehensive Plan under the Growth Management Act; and

WHEREAS, under the middle housing legislation, Lake Forest Park is required to allow two dwelling units on any lot that is zoned for residential development; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, the Washington State Legislature also adopted requirements for accessory dwelling units in Engrossed House Bill 1337 (EHB 1337) and imposed requirements on cities to bring their land use codes into compliance with that legislation by June 30, 2025; and

WHEREAS, under the accessory dwelling unit legislation, Lake Forest Park is required to allow up to two accessory dwelling units on residential lots with single-family homes, but only up to the density requirements in the middle housing legislation; and

WHEREAS, on December 12, 2025, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 24-1306 incorporating middle housing and accessory dwelling unit policies into the Housing Element of the Comprehensive Plan as required by State legislation and the Growth Management Act; and

WHEREAS, in order to ensure consistency between State law and the Lake Forest Park Municipal Code (LFPMC), specific updates/amendments are required; and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature continues to change housing laws and impose additional mandates on cities, therefore, Lake Forest Park is implementing the requirements applicable as this Ordinance was being developed, but intends to continue to work on housing, planning, and development issues including considering additional policy amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and code amendments to the LFPMC; and

WHEREAS, during the course of developing the proposed ordinance amending LFPMC, various means of public outreach were used including, but not limited to: public meetings; a middle housing webpage and background document digital library; inclusion of community groups; presentations at and feedback from the numerous commissions, boards, and committees associated with the city; and widespread distribution of notification of public hearings; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements set forth in RCW 36.70A.106, the City provided the Washington State Department of Commerce notice on March 13, 2025, of the City’s intent to adopt the proposed development code amendments (Commerce Submittal ID 2025-S-8174) at least 60 days in advance of adoption for the required 60-day State review period; and

WHEREAS, the city received specific review comments from the Washington State Department of Commerce on April 23, 2025, for consideration and inclusion into the proposed code amendments, to be consistent with the statutory guidelines for middle housing and accessory dwelling units, and the comments were incorporated into the proposed amendments by the city’s Planning Commission as suggested; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), after reviewing a completed environmental checklist and other information on file for the non-project action, the City’s SEPA Responsible Official issued a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) on May 8, 2025, pursuant to WAC 197-11-340 for the proposed code amendments; and

WHEREAS, no appeal was timely field for the May 8, 2025, threshold determination (DNS) and no public comments were received by the City specific to environmental review; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Planning Commission held regular public meetings on the proposed code amendments on October 8 and November 12, 2024, and January 4, February 11, March 11, and May 13, 2025; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2025, the city’s Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the proposed amendments, accepted testimony and made a formal recommendation of code amendments to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings to review and analyze the code amendments during regular and special meetings on May 22, June 9, June 12, June 16, and June 26, 2025; and

WHEREAS, on June 12, 2025, the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing to accept public testimony and consider the planning commission recommendation; and

WHEREAS, adoption of the ordinance will bring the City of Lake Forest Park into compliance with the Middle Housing and accessory dwelling unit state legislation and will serve the general welfare of the public.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST PARK, WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  AMENDMENT.  The City Council of the City of Lake Forest Park hereby amends Title 18, Planning and Land Use Regulations, as provided in Exhibit A attached hereto.

Section 2. AMENDMENT ZONING MAP. The City Council of the City of Lake Forest Park hereby amends the map titled “City of Lake Forest Park Zoning Map” referenced in LFPMC 18.12.010 and attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

Section 3. SEVERABILITY. Should any portion of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 4.  CORRECTIONS. The City Clerk is authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto.

Section 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after passage and publication.

APPROVED BY A MAJORITY of the Lake Forest Park City Council this XX day of June, 2025.

APPROVED:



	
Tom French
Mayor

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:



	
Matthew McLean
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:



	
Kim Adams Pratt
City Attorney
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